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To our  partners, THANK  YOU!   
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 CHRISTMAS “PAROL” 1st 
WORKSHOP

As I remember it many decades ago, 
Christmas in the mother country was

 celebrated with the home-made “parol”. 
The word “parol” in Tagalog means a 

star. Through the years, elaborate designs 
and lighting came into being and has 

been a norm hanging in front of the every 
house during Christmas time coupled 

with the “Simbang Gabi” novena as part 
of the holiday celebration. Its significance 

is from the ancient history that the star 
with its radiant rays guided the three 

kings to the manger in a barn where our 
Jesus Christ was born.

In the mid-morning of November 8th, the 
PCVC community affairs drive together 
with Roger and Mary Santos hosted the 
1st Annual “Parol” Making workshop at 
their residence.  Thirty plus participants 
of various ages and skills attended and 

got straight to work following the “parol” 
making demonstration. A sample by a 

highly skilled and master craftsman was 
too complicated for the novice in 

training future masters of the craft.  Years
into the future, these young enthusiastic 
participants may take the helm and teach 
the future generation of Fil-Am’s the joy 

of making the “parols”.
From splitting bamboo, to finely 

smoothing its edges, to tying strips of 
bamboo with string and wire to form the 
parol’s frame, the attendees enjoyed quite 

a challenge to complete the first steps. 
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A SALUTE TO NOTABLE 
PUBLIC SPIRITED 

INDIVIDUALS

As the year 2009 comes to a close, 
Philippine Center Ventura County 

reached a milestone.   The support comes 
from each one of you individually and 

our partners in this endeavor who 
unselfishly make the sacrifice.

Another project of Gawad Kalinga 
Oxnard Core Group is the PCVC which 

the group has embraced.  From their 
previous success of the housing 

project in Bulacan, Philippines, and now 
the Philcenter.  To date, they are the

biggest financial supporter of this project 
for us all; a bona fide Double Diamond 

Donor group.

MEET YOUR PCVC 
BOARD MEMBER

Tony Grey was born and raised in 
Manila, Philippines.  He attended Mapua 

Institute of Technology and FEATI
University before joining the  U. S. Navy 
in 1960.  After attending Steward School
                              in San Diego, 
                              California, he was
                              assigned to CBC Port
                              Hueneme.  He retired
                              in 1982 as a
                              Storekeeper Master 
Chief.  He then worked in Federal Civil 
Service from 1983 until his retirement 
in 1999. He has an associate degrees in 
Business Management and Accounting, 
and a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting 
from University of La Verne.  He is a 

recipient of several military and 
civilian awards.  In 1981, he received the 
Oxnard’s Outstanding Military Citizen, 

the Outstanding citizen and Lifetime 
Achievement Awards from the Filipino 

Community; 2006 Oxnard’s Community 
Outstanding Individual Award and 
NAVSEA Medallion Award. He is

currently a member of the Board of 
Directors of CBC Federal Credit Union 
and the Oxnard College Foundation and 

several other boards. 
He served with the Ventura County Civil 

Service Commission, Ventura County 
Harbor District Commission, Oxnard 

Planning Commission, Oxnard Harbor 
District Commission, Ventura County
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Jessica de Leon Nicholas, DDS, Inc.

3725 Saviers Road
Oxnard, CA 93033

805-486-0214

San Juan Auto Repair  Shop

3526 Saviers Road
Oxnard, CA 93033

805-487-5668

“PAROL” ...

The teens and most of the adults did the 
stripping of the  bamboos to smooth away 

the  splinters and form the “parol” 
framework per instructions from the
 seasoned parol makers of their time, 

Winston Raquedan, Bernadette 
Hockett, Rene Bullicer and with a touch of 

blessing from Father Marlon Beof.
After spending an hour or so 

assembling frames in teams of 2-4 people, 
the bamboo “parol” frames were then 

covered with colorful cellophane 
translucent wrap adhered with glue, as gift 

tissue paper was folded in a 
particular way for pattern cutting to hang 
as a tassel at the tips of the stars. Many 
of the participants became even more 

creative and innovative using scraps of 
the cellophane and colored gift tissue to 

further decorate their star and add texture. 
Bernadette Boral comments that 

“making the parol was so much fun and 
I felt very proud after my finish product. 
It was hard work but it was well worth 
it. Who would’ve thought that I made 

my first parol in America? Parol making 
should be an annual tradition”. 

As everyone worked hard on their
 personal “parol”, a scrumptious aroma 

filled the air as the hosts Roger and Mary 
personally catered a delicious lunch for 
the participants. The menu consisted of 

steamed rice, marinated mackerel, litsong 
kawali, tinulang manok with sayote and 

fruits.  Unequaled hospitality for the
 workshop and all the participants who 
attended made our first Parol Making 

Workshop a success!  In anticipation of 
the coming Christmas seasons, the PCVC 
is looking forward to having the workshop 

once again next year at an earlier date!
To all who made this workshop possible, 
our sincerest thanks for your participation 

and support.

 
INDIVIDUALS...

 
Lastly but not the least, we have the 

spouses who supports their partners, who 
in turn supports the Philcenter.

As always, we have  appreciated the
individual efforts in many ways, maybe 

not often enough that we express our 
warm and sincerest thanks for your

valuable contributions.  Once again and 
again, we thank all of you for a job well 
done.  Wishing more than a few more of 

our “kababayans” will join your ranks for 
the success of our Philippine Center.

Disclaimer: Any error or omission is not with malice and intention.  Your feedback is welcome.  
Contact PCVC Staff for any correction; or call Sid Cabran, PCVC President @ 805-415-5815; Ped Bucao, Chairman of the Board @ 805-822-2897.  

Online Newsletter copy is available upon request at Philcenter@live.com  
PCVC, Post Office Box 2351, Oxnard, CA 93034-2351

INDIVIDUALS...

Then we have some silent notables that 
have always been in step with the project 
who worked hard in their unselfish spirit 
of “bayanihan”.  They don’t just stand by 
and watch, but contribute to the fullest to 

make this project a success.
Let me start with a notable gentleman 

named Romy Baroma, a silent go getter 
great guy always willing to share a helping 

hand. Next comes Frank Elpidama and 
do whatever is necessary to get the job 

done always. Then we have Constantino 
Ocampo who with his creative talent put 
together a logo that all of us can stand 
behind and be proud of, reflecting our 
humble beginnings west of the Pacific 

Ocean. And then comes Ernie San Juan, 
the owner of the San Juan Auto Repair 

Shop who supports  this cause in 
intangible way of paying for our PCVC 
office electric bill.  Next comes Toots 

Vinzon for his willingness to let the PCVC 
Staff and Board for a free use of his

 property which serves as our meeting 
place.  Then comes the unpaid

 multi-hatted members of the staff and the 
Board who gives more than asked of them.  
This group has never missed the goal and 
have always been willing  hands to move
 forward and champion the cause of the 

Philcenter. Let me start with Roger Santos, 
a Vietnam War Purple Heart recipient,  

who is always in the middle of the group 
doing what is required without drawing 
attention to himself.  Another is Rene 

Bullicer who is always with his trademark 
inviting smiles. He is always a reliable go 

to guy who never says no. 

BOARD MEMBER...

College District Personnel Commission 
and the 31st Street Agricultural District 

Board of Director and many other boards, 
commissions and committees.  He is the 

current and only Executive Director of the 
Filipino American Council since its 

inception in 1987.  He is married to the 
former Mary Babauta with 3 sons and 6 

grandchildren. 

CHANGES TO THE REGULAR SCHEDULED 
MEETING DUE TO “SIMBANG gABI” 

nOVENA

PCVC General Assembly Meeting

14th of December, 2009 @ 630 pm at Old 
Kapitbahay Office in Oxnard.  Anyone 

interested is welcome.

20 December 2009

Blood Pressure check at PCVC 
Kiosk after the Mary Star of the Sea 

Church “Simbang Gabi” mass at 
the pavilion.


